A SWEDE
IN ITALY

If you want to stand out from the Mercedes and Jaguar executive crowd, the
idea of Swedish engineering and Halian style should appeal. That’s what
the Bertone Volvo 780 coupé offers . . . at a price. Howard Lees drives it
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4 plus overdrive automatic gearbox,
suspension and steer

2. Body panels
are amix of standard Volvo. modified
parts and Bertone-produced items.
the shells be manufactured on a
production | although all the
welding is done by hand. All the
pamntwork. trimming and final assem-
bly is completed in Turin. the cars
then going back to Sweden for a final
quality control check before reaching
the dealers

With its Dutch subsidiary produc-
ing all the 340 and 480 series cars,
Holland is a strong market for Volvo
I'he 780 seems to have created a bit of
a stir there as well as in Sweden. so
Auwtocar’s Dutch contributor Alfred
Jansen was able to bring an example
over for us 1o try

Applying Volvo's quality controls
to Italian build standards apparently
caused some difficulties in Turin, but
our production ) was extremely
well finished. The interior exudes the
quality you would expect from a car
costing over £30,000 — plush leather
seats offer plenty of support for the
big businessman and on the driver’s
side there is electric adjustment of
slide, backrest tilt and height — a
knob is provided to adjust the lumbar
support and electric elements warm
the seats automatically on cold morn-
ings. Th
there is a comfortable driving posi-
tion for everyone, even though the
steering column itself is not adjust-
able

T'he instruments and controls are
taken straight from the 760. which

ange of adjustment means

VOLVO 262

“It's nothing to do with us, we
only make it.” Bertone’s reply to
Autocar criticism of the Volvo
262C, surely one of the ugliest
cars of the 1970s, was correct: it
is wrong to tar the Italian design
house with a 262C brush.

The 780 coupés 1977 prede-
cessor, despite its unfortunate
chop-top styling, was a glimmer
of sunshine for a Volvo hit hard
by its cars' tank-like reputation
and by the demise of its image
leader, the 1800ES. This car,
popularised in this country by
The Saint TV show, created an
image in the US that Volvo was
keen to cultivate.

1

Lack of cash meant a replace-
ment was out of the question.
Volvo boss Pehr Gyllenhammer,
after atrip to the US, resolved to
provide an ‘image leader’ to fill
the gap.

Jan Wilsgaard, head of Volvo
stylingin 1973, was giventhejob.
According to Graham Robson's
book, The Story of Volvo Cars,
Wilsgaard bought a secondhand
164 and sent it, with drawings
and spares, to the Italian coach-
builder Sergio Coggiole.

The result, based on the by-
now launched 260 series and
made by Bertone (and, rather
unfortunately, wearing Bertone

Coupé retains the cavernous boot of the saloon car

badges) was not to go on sale
until 1977. To discriminating
European eyes it appeared a
curious throwback at best— and
that was afterVolvo modified the
design. Coggiola had wanted the
roofline to be even lower.

Pehr Gyllenhammer, who be-
came so enamoured of the 262C
that he drove one as his personal
transport, knew that a good
European reception wasn't that
important: the car was con-
ceived as a US market special,
and it was there that the coupé
had 1o succeed. In its three-year
the 6622 were made, all left-hand
drive.

badges the |

but badly proportioned 262C coupé was not Bertone's own work

30 AUTOCAR 22 JULY 1987

means youget white-on-black speedo
and tachometer plus a large analogue
clock, all uncluttered and easy to
The wheel itself is the standard
item but covered in leather with a
padded centre boss, while dash and
door panels get the walnut inlay
treatment

The 780 has all the bells and
whistles an executive needs as stan
dard equipment. A cruise control
makes life casier on empty motor
ways, and keeping the cabin environ
ment comfortable is simply a matter
of dialing up the desired temperature
on the ‘automatic climate control’ -
various sensors adjust the heating
and air-condition o suit. You also
get electric windows, an electric
sliding sunroof, remote mirrorsand a
top-notch stereo system with graphic
equaliser and four speakers

In its Volvo guise, the 284%9¢c PRV
V6 engine has Bosch LH-Jetronic
fuel injection and delivers 170bhp at
5400rpm. Coupled tothe three-speed
automatic "box it gives the 780 4 top
speed of 117mph in overdrive and
propels the car to 60mph in 10.3
seconds. Although not fast by any-
onc’s standards, the 780 nevertheless
motors along quite smartly consider-
ing its bulk. The all-disc brakes are
very good indeed, powerful and

read

fade-free without excessive
assistance.

Inoverdrive the engine is geared at
27.7mph per 1000rpm, making for
relaxed 90mph  cruising at only
3250rpm. There is very little wind
noise to disturb the tranquility of the
cabin, and tyre noise is almost totally

SCIrvo



Seven-band graph

ic equaliser and air conditioning are standard

absent. The strut front suspension
copes very well indeed with most
bumps and irregularities, while the
coil-sprung and trailing arm located
live rear axle also does a commend-
able job. The general levels of ride
and refinement may not be quite upto
Jaguar standards, but they are not far
behind

The 780°s stability in a straight line
is beyond reproach, although the car
doestendto float’ ratheroveraseries
of humps. Despite the high degree of
power assistance, the rack and pinion
steering manages [o retain a reason-
able degree of feel. and for a car
weighing a tonne and a half it turns
into corners with some precision.

Tight. twisty roads have never
been the native environment of a big
Volvo, vet the 780 can be cornered
quite hard before it shows signs of
£ : out of shape. The body roll is
well controlled, but not at the

expensive of cornering gnip from the
205/60HR 15 Michelin MXVs — de
spite its rear-wheel-drive layout, the
780 demonstrates entirely predict
able and increasing understeer as the
limit is approached

The three-speed plus overdrive
gearbox is not the most sophisticated
unit by today’s standards, but full and
part throttle upward changes are
quick and smooth. On kickdown, the
box responds instantly with a down-
change, and a button on the side of
the shift lever allows the overdrive 1o
be locked out. This stops the box
hunting between third and overdnive
around town, and a little orange
arrow under the tachometer reminds
thedrivertokeepaneycontherevsin
third

I'he Volvo has lost very hittle of its
practicality in the metamorphosis
from 760 to 780. With only two doors
access to the rear is obviously P
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o 3rd 14 183 6000
”2','-97'."],“9.&“ 2849cc (1739 cu ~2nd 79 127 6000
Valve gear ohc, 2 valves per ist SLois
cylinder, chain camshaft drive. ACCELERATION FROM REST
Compression ratio 10to 1. True Time Speedo
Electronic ignition, Bosch LH- (sec) kmh
Jetronic fuel injection 30 3. 51
Max power 170bhp (PS-DIN) 40 5. 64
(125kW 1SO) at 5400rpm. Max 50 1. 82
torque 1771b ft at 4500rpm. 60 10. 100
TRANSMISSION £ 13 18
3-speed plus averdrive, ‘ 8 i =
—Gear__ Ratic mph/1000mm = —oo 3T, 68
O/drive  0.69 27.7 e %
3rd 00 191 Standing Ya-mile: 18.0sec, 79mph
Snd 25 132 g km: 32.5sec, 99mph
Seats are leather trimmed throughout 1st 2.45 8 ACCELERATION IN EACH GEAR

4 not as casy, but electric motors
move the front seats to the front of
their runners if the backrest is tilted
The boot opening is also rather
smaller than before thanks to the
sloping rearscreen, butinside there is
still plenty of room — there is even s
small hatch in the centre of the rear
seats to allow skis to be carried

T'hat the Volvo 780 is an extremely
competent and roomy executive sa

VOLVO 780
PRODUCED BY:
Volvo Car Corporation, S40508,
Gothenburg, Sweden
ENGINE
Longways, front, rear-wheel drive.
Head/block al. alloy/al. alloy. 6
cylinders in line, 90 deg V, wet
liners, 4 main bearings. Water
cooled, viscous fan.

Bore 31mm (3.58in), stroke 73mm

loon is not in question. Its ride,
refinement and general handling are
excellent, and for an automatic it
performs tolerably well. The addi-
tional equipment included can'tposs
ibly justify the extra £15,000 over a
760GLE, but at the end of the day
both Bertone and Volvo have to
make money on the deal. Ifthis Volvo
appeals, you are going to have to pay
for that [talian stylc.

Leather seats, cloth headlining.
Carpet floor covering. Scissor jack; 2
jacking points each side.

WEIGHT

Kerb 28.3cw1/31681b/1440kg
(Distribution F/R, 58/42)

Test 31.7cwt/35501b/1614kg

PERFORMANCE

MAXIMUM SPEEDS
Gear km/h

~Gear __ mphkmh mpm
Top (Mean 17 188 4250
_Ll“‘amfl"‘_w 190 4300

.
7/

New rear side window treatment greatly improves the lines
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Final drive: hypoid bevel, ratio
3.73.
SUSPENSION
Front, independent, MacPhersan
strut, coil springs, telescopic
dampers, anti-roll bar.

Rear, live axle, trailing and semi-
arms, coil springs, telescopic
dampers and Panhard rod.

STEERING
Rack and pinion, hydraulic power

i Steering wheel di
15%in, 3.6 turns lock to lock.
BRAKES
Dual circuits, triangular split. Front
10.35in (263mm) dia discs. Rear
11.06in (281mm) dia discs. Vacuum
servo. Handbrake, centre lever
acting on rear discs.

WHEELS

Al. alloy, 6in rims. Radial ply tyres
(Michelin MXV on test car), size
205/60HR15, pressures F27 R27 psi
(normal driving).

EQUIPMENT

Battery 12V, 66Ah. Alternator 100A.
Headlamps 120/110W. 11 electric
fuses. 2-speed plus intermittent and
flick wipe screen wipers. Electric
screen washer. Air blending interior
heater; air diti ] dard,

mph Top 3rd  2nd 1st
10-30 =t - 28
ey

HEE
Eo
|
111
|

Overall mpg: 19.8 (14.2 litres/100km)
4.4mpl

EQUIPMENT
Automatic L]
Economy gauge NA
wer steeri
Rev counter ®
Seif-levellingsuspension __ N/A
Trip computer N/A

Headrests front

Heated seats O
_Heightadjustment @ _

Rearseatbelts )

Seatbackrecline 0

Seatcushiontit @ _
__Leather upholstery °

Heated rear window

__Splitrearseats N/A
Door mirror remote control
R et

TEST CONDITIONS
Wind:
Temperature
Barometer

Humidity
Surface

dry &
Test distance

Interior adjustable h/lam N/A

Sunroof e

Tinted glass ®
T T —
T T R 5

Fgg lamps e
__Internalboot release

Locking fuelcap []
Air conditioniny L]
Metallicpaint [
Speakers ()
Aerial

@ Standard ONC Optional at no

extra cost N/A Not applicable






